
Description of significance of designated and non-designated 
heritage assets. 
 
Designated Assets 
 
New Town and Glisson Road Conservation Area 
 
It comprises residential streets either side of Hills Road as it enters 
the City from the railway bridge. It also includes the railway station 
and the buildings around it. The character then is a mix of fine 
houses in spacious grounds, modest terraces and larger villa style 
houses with open space beyond with a backcloth of mature trees.  
 
Buildings are mainly of the 19th or early 20th centuries, of gault brick 
with slate roofs. In New Town, they are usually two storey, but 
elsewhere they are higher, some are three storey with basements. 
Modern buildings tend to be higher and few are in traditional brick. 
The Department of Chemistry building reaches six storeys. The 
recent redevelopment around the station has taken an altogether 
different form. The 104 -112 Hills Road site is a part of the Newtown 
& Glisson Rd Conservation Area that now transitions between the 
scales and characters of the new development on Station Road and 
those of Hills Road, the Garden, and Newtown beyond. 
 
Botanic Garden (Grade II* Registered Park and Garden) 
 
The Botanic Garden was created for the University of Cambridge in 
1831 by Professor John Stevens Henslow (Charles Darwin's 
mentor) and was opened to the public in 1846. The Garden is 
entered from the western side through the Trumpington Gates in 
Bateman Street and is a 16 ha generally flat site that was laid out 
on meadow land from 1846 onwards to an 1835 design of Andrew 
Murray, the first Curator, in a formal and landscape style, which was 
further extended eastwards from the 1950s onwards. 
 
The main axial walk, which is lined with a rare collection of pines 
and cedars, leads east to a fountain of stone and steel, completed 
in 1969 to a design by David Mellor of Sheffield. The Garden now 
holds a plant collection of over 8,000 plant species from all over the 
world to facilitate teaching and research.   
 



It has doubled in size since becoming a single unit in the 1950s, but 
can be described by dividing the site into the Victorian gardens to 
the west and the modern 20th century gardens to the east. 
 
Cory Lodge, Botanic Garden (Grade II) 
 
Between 1924-1925 Cory's Lodge, a white neo-Georgian two-storey 
house with projecting wings to the north and south was built in the 
gardens, to a design by the architect M H Baillie Scott, as the 
residence of the Director of the Garden.   
 
Church of Our Lady and the English Martyrs(Grade II*) 
 
Built from designs of Messrs. Dunn, Hansom and Dunn in modern 
Decorated style on cruciform plan with polygonal apse, central 
lantern and North-West tower with spire. A stone church 
considerably enriched with carving, and a good example of late C19 
Gothic architecture. Inside a stone tierceron vault. Wooden figure of 
St Andrew crucified presented by and to the design of Augustus 
Welby Northmore Pugin 1843. The statuary by Boulton of 
Cheltenham. 
 
Highsett and front retaining wall (Grade II) 
 
Block of 31 flats, six maisonettes and garages front retaining wall. 
1958-60 by Eric Lyons for Span Developments Ltd; Z Pick engineer; 
Leslie Bilsby, builder. Brick cross-wall construction with concrete 
floors, mostly tile hung. Flat roof over broad cornice. The group set 
in a courtyard plan mirroring that of the traditional Cambridge 
colleges, but with openings in the east, west and north-west comer 
elevations where the upper floors are supported on pilotis. The 
views through to the rear garden, though now with semi open 
screens and gates, are an important part of the composition. Three 
storeys.  
 
Milestone outside 100 Hills Road (Grade II) 
 
Erected in 1731 by Dr William Warren. Stone block inscribed with "1 
mile from Great St Mary's Church Cambridge". This is the first of a 
series of milestones that were erected to mark the distances 
between Cambridge and Haverhill. Dr Warren was a Fellow of 
Trinity Hall, who was also responsible for erecting a series of 16 
milestones on the old road to London. 



Royal Albert Homes (Grade II) 
 
Mid/Late Cl9. By Peck and Stephens of Maidstone. In 3 blocks. Nos 
9-20 (consec). Facing Hills Road. Foundation stone dated 1861. In 
the Gothic style. Grey gault brick with red and blue brick dressings 
and string course. 2 storeys. Pointed headed windows, 6-light 
below, 2-light above. Panelled central tower with the clock missing. 
Many gabled slate roof with different sized gables. Nos 1-8. Facing 
Brooklands Avenue. Dated JS 1877, and 1879 in different gables. 
As main block but lacking the tower. The gables are arranged in 
different sizes, LSSSLLSSSL with the larger ones set forward. Nos 
21-25 (consec). Block at rear. Probably slightly later. 5 gables only, 
much plainer decoration. 
 
War Memorial (Grade II) 
 
World War I memorial. 1922. Bronze figure by R. Tait McKenzie. 
Stone faced brick plinth. Rectangular. Based with inscriptions 
supporting sarcophagus with rounded ends to north and south. 
Sarcophagus carved with high-relief plaque to the east side, coats 
of arms to remaining 3 sides. Sarcophagus supports full-sized 
bronze figure of British soldier in military dress striding forward, rifle 
slung, gazing to right.  

 
Non-designated Assets 
 
Flying Pig Public House (Building Important to Character) 
 
The Flying Pig Public House (two storey, rendered front with ground 
floor bay windows and eight over eight pane windows above). 
Constructed in gault brick and dating to c1840. 
 
Nos 55-59 (odd) Hills Road (with 1-7 Station Road) (Locally Listed) 
 
Large corner building of 3 storeys and 28 bays originally housing 3 
shops on Hills Road, 3 on Station Road and with the Great Northern 
Hotel between on the corner. Gault brick with stone detailing and a 
slate roof. The first floor has large 2/2 sash windows with arched 
stone heads. The second floor has similar but smaller windows with 
flat stone heads. Above is a decorative cornice with dentils and 
pendentive brackets between the windows. The windows at 1st and 
2nd floor are bricked up in bay 12 (from the left), as is the 2nd floor 
window in bay 15. With the exception of the first shop (55 Hills 



Road), which had five bays, the other shops were of three bays. The 
hotel seemingly occupied bays 12 to 19. Some original shopfronts 
with pilasters with stepped console brackets survive to 59 Hills 
Road, 7 Station Road and in part to Nos. 55, 57 and 5. Large ridge 
stacks survive at each end and between bays 5 & 6, 8 & 9, 11 & 12, 
19 & 20 and 22 & 23.. 
 
 
Nos 63-99 Eastbourne Terrace, Hills Road (Locally Listed) 
 
Built sometime between 1863 and 1888. Terrace of 19 houses, the 
plans alternately handed. Each 2 bay, 2-storey plus basement and 
dormer. Panelled door with arched head and plain fanlight. Bay 
window to ground floor with slate roof. Windows 2/2 sashes with flat 
brick arches to 1st floor. Shared stacks. Dormer window in same 
bay as bay window. Originally all had small front gardens behind low 
walls. Various incremental alterations have taken place. 
 
Nos 101-123 College Terrace, Hills Road (Locally Listed) 
 
Terrace of 12 houses, virtually identical to the above, but only 2 
storeys plus basement. 
 
125 Hills Road (Locally Listed) 
 
Built between 1863-1888, probably as railway coal yard offices and 
manager’s house. 2 storeys, 3 bays in gault brick with overhanging 
hipped slate roof. Central panelled door with red brick flat arched 
head. To each side are bay windows to ground floor with slate roofs. 
3, 6/6 sashes to first floor with similar heads to ground floor. End 
stacks. Rebuilt front garden wall in disrepair. Part of an iron gate and 
railing survives to S. Ground floor boarded up (May 2004). At the 
other side of the gateway is a small gate lodge. 
 
Nos 9-15 Station Road (Locally Listed) 

 
Group of houses built c1874 possibly by Richard Reynolds Rowe. 
Arundel Villas are two pairs of semis which had their own shared 
access. Salisbury Villas were six detached properties with another 
shared access whilst in- between was the largest house, St 
Andrew’s, which had its own double access to Station Road. All the 
properties are similar in style, of 2-3 storeys with semi basements, 
of gault brick with red brick and stone dressings and slate roofs. 



Whilst all the buildings are different, they share common features 
and mostly Gothic detailing; Most have prominent gables and end 
chimney stacks (except no. 13) and plate glass sash windows. The 
original separate (but shared) accesses have now been 
consolidated into one combined access road / car park, though the 
lime trees adjacent to the road. ‘No-fines’ concrete boundary wall to 
Station Road and Tenison Road (qv).   

 


